L3 LEA Anglais Langue de spécialité

Session 1

Respecter le nombre de mots indiqué. Les dépassements seront pénalisés.

1/ Reading

Read the text “Tired of globalisation”

a- What key international trade issue is at stake? (3 points)

(25-30 words)

The trend against globalisation and open trade despite the rise in living standards in the poorest countries is a threat to the development of the world economy.

b- What arguments in favour of globalisation are put forward in the text? (4 points)

(40-50 words)

· developing countries will benefit hugely from freer trade, and living standards there will improve sharply,

· western countries will appear generous and will get better access to markets in the richest developing countries,

· global income will improve within 10 years and this will be good for everyone.

2/ Business World (cette question a été supprimée) 

The Economist is strongly in favour of globalisation: “anyone who is tired of that is tired of life”. But many others denounce openness. How can their position be explained? Give one example. (100-150 Words)

One of the burning issue is farm subsidies: the United States, the European Union and Japan are seen as farm protectionists. They fear the competition from poorer countries. They want to protect their farmers for political and historical reasons: on-coming elections with farmers’well-honed political tactics to be taken into account and sentimental attachment to food security. Resistance to globalisation is mostly due to fears of losing local identity and of unfair competition from the developing world, which may result in job losses and poverty. All these arguments reveal strong attachment to past values.

3/ Sum up the situation for bottled water as exemplified by the following graphs (5 points)

(60-80 words)

Global sales for bottled water have been increasing steadily over the last five years, from 1.19 billions of liters in 2001 to 1.64 in 2005. Europe is still the biggest consumer with 34% of total consumption, ahead of North America ( 29.3%) and Asia (23.7%). The leaders on the market are Nestlé and Danone, both companies snapping respectively 11.1% and 11% of global market shares.

4/ As Purchasing manager of a big supermarket chain in Mexico, write a formal letter to Coac-Cola: You intend to place a substancial order for bottled water and want information about prices, potential discounts, delivery terms and payment conditions. You already buy classic coke, so you expect special treatment as long standing client.

(8 points – 150-200 words)
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